


 

“All of human life is shaped by some story” 
 Michael Goheen 

  

“…a story…is…the best way of talking about the way 
the world actually is”  

N.T. Wright 



 

“…I tripped and fell into a lifeboat…I am directing 
the rescue from the shore”  

Captain Schettino 



“We need to try to do the right thing every time, to perform 
at our best, because we never know which moment in our 

lives we'll be judged on.” 
 

Highest Duty: My Search for What Really Matters ς Captain Sullenberger 



ά¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ 
of all the other stories of your life. When it is 

internalised and it becomes your story, it gives 
meaning in the midst of meaninglessness and value 

in the midst of worthlessness. People become 
Christians when their own stories merge with, and 
ŀǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦΣ DƻŘϥǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΦέ 
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Origin 

Meaning 

Morality 

Hope 

or 

Where from – why – how – where to? 

 

 



άaŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǿŜ ǿŀƭƭƻǿ ƛƴ ƛƴǘǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ 
made for joy we settle for pleasure. Made for 
justice, we clamour for vengeance. Made for 

relationship, we insist on our own way. Made for 
beauty, we are satisfied with sentiment. 

  
 

At the heart of the Christian ethic is humility, at the 
ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǇŀǊƻŘƛŜǎΣ ǇǊƛŘŜέ 

Tom Wright 
 

 

 
 



άLǘϥǎ ŀ ǎƭƻǿ ŦŀŘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀǿŀȅ 
It's a slow fade when black and white have turned 

to gray 
Thoughts invade, choices are made, a price will be 

paid 
When you give yourself away 
People never crumble in a day 

Daddies never crumble in a day 
Families never crumble in a dayέ 

 
LǘΩǎ ŀ {ƭƻǿ CŀŘŜ - Casting Crowns 

 

 

 



άL Ŏŀƴϥǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 
the Bible to us in India as a book of religion. It is 

not a book of religion-and anyway we have plenty 
of books of religion in India. We don't need any 

more! I find in your Bible a unique interpretation of 
universal history, the history of the whole of 

creation and the history of the human race. And 
therefore a unique interpretation of the human 
person as a responsible actor in history. That is 

unique. There is nothing else in the whole religious 
ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ƛǘΦέ 

Hindu Scholar 



We must read the Bible having in mind the divine 
intention to shape our lives through its story ς 
{ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ 

 
 

ά¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƛǾŜΣ ƛǘ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ǘƻ ƳŜΤ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŦŜŜǘΣ ƛǘ 
Ǌǳƴǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŜΤ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ ƛǘ ƭŀȅǎ ƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ ƳŜΦέ 

 Martin Luther 

 
 



άLǘ ƛǎ ŀōǎǳǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴƛǎǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
unthinkable for an admittedly unthinkable God to make 

everything out of nothing, and then pretend that it is more 
ǘƘƛƴƪŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘǳǊƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛƴǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦέ  

GK Chesterton 

 
άIƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΚ  5ƻ ǿŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
full of "things" we can use for whatever need we want to 
fulfill and whatever goal we wish to accomplish?   Or do 
we see creation first of all as a sacramental reality, a 
sacred space where God reveals to us the immense beauty 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛƴŜΚέ 

Henri Nouwen 



ά¢ƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛǎ ŀ 
meager life indeed ς human beings require a context of 

meaning and hope. 
 

The self, to put it another way is a very poor site for 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎέ 

Dr Martin Seligman 
 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ άŜŎƘƻŜǎέ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛƴ ŀ 
longing for justice, the quest for spirituality, the hunger for 

relationships and the delight in beauty. Understanding 
Jesus we recognise the origin of these echoes ς άǿƘŜƴ 

Jesus came out of the tomb justice, spirituality, 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ǊƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳέ 



ά!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƻǿ 
many diplomas we have received, how much 

money we have made, how many great things we 
have done. ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ōȅ ΨL ǿŀǎ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ 

you gave me something to eat, I was naked and 
you clothed me. I was homeless, and you took me 

ƛƴΩΦέ 
Mother Teresa 

 

άCƻǊ ƛƴ IƛƳ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ōŜƛƴƎΦέ 
 Acts 27:28 



άLŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ 
weakening of major morals, it is the modern 

strengthening of minor morals. Thus it is 
considered more withering to accuse a man of bad 

taste than of bad ethics."  
G.K. Chesterton. 

 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

people of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I 
will put my laws in their minds and write them on 

their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ  

Hebrews 8:10 



Our hope is founded on the resurrection of Jesus: - 
 
Å IƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
Å IƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘ 
Å IƻǇŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ōƻǳƴŘƭŜǎǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜ 
Å Hope that God will once again walk with us 
Å IƻǇŜ ƛǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǘǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ 
 
άIƻǇŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ 
we live in our body is lived in vain - we live every 

ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŜŜŘ ƻŦ ŜǘŜǊƴƛǘȅΦέ 



Jesus is the fullest and final revelation of God: - 
άIn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. John 1: 1 

Origin ς άHe was with God in the beginning. 
Through Him all things were made; without Him 
ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜΦέ John 1: 2 ς 3 

Meaning ς άLƴ IƛƳ ǿŀǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘΦέ  John 1: 4 

Morality ς ά¢ƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƛƴŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΧέ John 1: 5 (a) 

Hope ς άΦΦ and the darkness has not overcome ƛǘΦέ John 

1: 5(b) 



άIŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘΦ  !ƴŘ 
what does the LORD require of you? To act justly 
and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your 

GodΦέ 
Micah 6:8 

 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ Ƴȅ ŘŜŀǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ ǎǘŀƴŘ 
firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves 

fully to the work of the Lord, because you know 
ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀōƻǳǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǾŀƛƴΦέ 

1 Corinthians 15:58 

 
 



WORLD STORY Dh5Ω{ {¢hw¸ 

Created by random process Created intentionally by God 

I am matter I matter to God & others 

I exist simply because I am I exist in a relationship with God 

Questioning who I am? Knowing Whose I am 

Live for today - there is no 

tomorrow 

Live today in the knowledge and 

hope of tomorrow 

Prominence in self Significance in God 

Self sufficient God dependent 

Truth as I or the world defines it Truth as God reveals it in Jesus 

Live for myself I no longer live ς Christ lives in me 



ά¢ƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛǎΧŜǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜΣ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŀƴŘ 
kindness, every deed done in Christ and by the Spirit, 
every prayer, every act that embodies holiness, every 

time justice is done, peace is made, families are healed, 
temptation is resisted, true freedom is sought and won 
and in all things where the name of Jesus is honoured in 

the world ς All of this will find its way, through the 
resurrecting power of God, into the new creation which 
DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ƳŀƪŜΦ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

begun with the resurrection and continued through the 
actions of His people, living in the Spirit, means that all 

that we do in Christ and in the Spirit in the present is not 
ǿŀǎǘŜŘΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŀǎǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǿƻǊƭŘέ Tom Wright 



ά!ƴŘ L ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ ƭƻǳŘ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά[ƻƻƪΗ 
DƻŘΩǎ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will 
ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ DƻŘΦ ΨIŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƛǇŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜŀǘƘΩ ƻǊ ƳƻǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ 
ŎǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǇŀƛƴΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ Ƙŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΦέ 
IŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀƳ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿΗέ ¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘǊǳǎǘǿƻǊǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳŜΦέ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΥ άLǘ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜΦ L 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To 
the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of 
the water of life. Those who are victorious will inherit all this, 
ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ  

Revelation 21: 3 ς 7 



 ά[ƻƻƪΣ L ŀƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎƻƻƴΗ .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎǊƻƭƭΦέ 

Revelation 22:7 
 

  
ά[ƻƻƪΣ L ŀƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎƻƻƴΗ aȅ ǊŜǿŀǊŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ 

give to each person according to what they have done. 
Revelation 22:12 

 
  

He who testifies to these things says, ά¸ŜǎΣ L ŀƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
ǎƻƻƴΦέ 

Revelation 22:20 
 


